Fragile X syndrome is caused by mutations in the FMR1 gene and is one of the most frequent forms of inherited mental retardation in males. Postnatal and prenatal diagnosis of fragile X syndrome is feasible by direct DNA analysis. A new approach to prenatal diagnosis offragile X syndrome in amniotic fluid cells is described, using a rapid and simple antibody test on uncultured amniotic fluid cells. fig 1. In cells from a control fetus, a clear reaction product (red) was observed in the cytoplasm, reflecting the presence of FMRP ( fig 1A) . In contrast, cells from the male fetus, at risk for fragile X syndrome, showed no reaction product, illustrating the absence of FMRP (fig 1 B) 
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